
Reading Non-Fiction Texts



Learning Outcomes
By the end of this session you will be able to:
• Identify, genre, audience and purpose in non-

fiction texts
• Explore presentational features in non-fiction 

texts
• Select relevant information and answer exam 

style questions on non-fiction texts



Reading Assessment – End of Unit
You will have to:

• Read three short non-fiction texts.
• Answer 4 questions worth a total of 40 marks
• Develop and sustain interpretations of writer’s 

ideas and perspectives
• Explain and evaluate how writers use language and 

presentational features to achieve effects and 
engage / influence the reader.

• Compare the ways in which language is used for 
effect in two of the texts



Activity 1:What is a non-fiction text?

Take a few minutes 
to write down as 
many example  of 
non-fiction texts as 
you can think of.



What are non-fiction texts?
• Non-fiction is a type or genre of  writing.
• Based on facts and real life rather than a made-up  

or fictional story.
• Genres of non-fiction texts may include:

– Journalistic writing
– Magazine articles
– Travel writing
– Information leaflets
– Diaries or blogs
– Webpages
– Advertisements



Purpose – What is the text trying to 
do? (e.g. Is it trying to persuade, 
inform, advise or entertain the 
reader?).

Audience – Who is the text aimed 
or intended for?(e.g. Adults, young 
people, holiday-makers etc).   



Presentational Devices
• Pictures
• Captions
• Pictures / photographs
• Colour
• Logos and slogans
• Choice of font style
• Titles and sub-headings
• Layout



The words ‘Keep it 
Safe’ are in capitals, 

for emphasis

Important
Information at 

the top

Hand features 
large in 

foreground –
useless in 

preventing 
germs from 
spreading

Black 
background 

suggests possible 
grim results of 

flu

The key purpose 
of the leaflet is 

written in 
capitals

Colour scheme –
blue and white and 
black makes image 

stand out

Large image showing 
swine flu germs being 

sprayed into the air



Activity 2: Reading Advertisements
• In pairs look at the two non-fiction texts.
• Identify:

Genre 
Audience
Purpose

• Answer the questions on the sheets and note 
down any presentational features that you 
think standout (e.g. layout, colour and 
language).



Text 1



Text 2Text 2





• What do you think 
the purpose of this 
advert is?

• What is the effect of 
the picture on the 
reader?

• What about the use 
of colour?



Denotation and Connotation

• What does this picture 
of Arsene Wenger 
show, or denote?

• What does the picture 
connote, or infer?



The Effects of Language

You will need to look at the writer’s choice of 
words and the effect they have on the reader:
• Focus on choice of vocabulary
• Types of sentences
• Techniques such as simile, metaphor and 

alliteration
• Humorous or factual?



Activity 3 
• Read the non-fiction text
• What is its purpose?
• Which target audience is it aimed at?
• What is the writer’s perspective or point of 

view?

Answer the questions on the sheet.



Implications and Assumptions

• An implication is something that is suggested 
but not directly said.

• An assumption is something you are expected 
to know as therefore isn’t explained. Or, it 
could be something about the reader that is 
taken for granted.



Arguments, Facts and Opinions

• An argument is what the text has to say. 
There may be one or main points.

• A fact is something that can be proved.

• An opinion is just someone’s point of view, 
but is not necessarily true.



Activity 4 – Assessment Practice

• Read the three sources
• What genres are they?
• Answer the questions 

accompanying the texts
• Compare the 

presentational features 
of two of the texts.

• You have one hour to 
complete this task.
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