
 

Key Stage 3 Performing Arts Curriculum map  
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Content 
What is Theatre and Why 
is it Important?  

• Scripted & Devised  

• Greek Theatre & Chorus  

• Shakespeare 

• African storytelling  

• Silent Film  

• Physical Theatre 
companies  

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory 

• Scripted 

• Stage conventions 

• Monologue 

• Duologue 

• Technical Theatre 

• Historical context 

• Voice 

• Physical skills 

• Characterisation 

• Themes 

Body Percussion 

• Rhythm & Timing 

• Texture 

• Polyrhythm 

• Melody 

• Singing 

African Drumming 

• Timbre 

• Call & Response 

• Repetition 

• Unison 

• Polyrhythms 

• Cross-rhythms  

• Triplets 

• Ensemble playing 

The Orchestra 

• Ensemble singing 

• Treble Clef 

• Pitch 

• Melody 

• Rhythm & Timing 

• Texture 

• Timbre 

• Dynamics 

• Keys/Scale 
 

 

Music Theory & 

Instrumental Skills 

• Score/tab 

• Fingering  

• Scales 

• Arpeggios/chords   

• Rhythm & Timing 

• Pitch & Intonation 

• Sharps/flats 

• Treble/bass clef 

• Note & rest symbols/ 
rhythm 
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Content 
Physical Theatre 

• Physical  

• Theatre companies 

• Frantic Assembly 
performance techniques. 

• Devising from a stimulus. 

Mugged  

• Scripted 

• Still images 

• Relationships 

• Spatial awareness 
(proxemics) 

• Thought tracking 

• Emotion  

• Physical theatre 

• Monologue 

• Role play 

• Comic Timing 

Samba 

• Timbre 

• Pulse  

• Rhythm & Timing 

• Call & Response 

• Repetition 

• Unison 

• Polyrhythms 

• Notation 

• Ensemble playing 

Classical Music 

• Treble/bass clef 

• Note & rest symbols/ 
rhythm 

• Pitch & Intonation 

• Sharps/flats 

• Dots & Ties 

• Dynamics & Articulation 

• Tempo 

• Melody 

• Opera 

• Sonata 

• Symphony 

Music for Media 

• Jingles 

• Theme tunes 

• Soundscapes 

• Ambient music, Foley,  

• Diegetic, non-diegetic, 

• Motifs and leitmotifs 

• Thematic development 

Blues & Jazz 

• Delta Blues 

• Trad jazz 

• Bebop 

• Swing/big band 

• Modal jazz 
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Content Political Theatre  

• Devising  

• Naturalism  

• Social & Political theatre  

• Bertolt Brecht  

• Stanislavski  

• Improvision  

• Language  

• Direct Address  

• Monologue  

• Emotional Memory  

• Multi-rolling  

One Man, Two Guvnors  

• Scripted  

• Comedy  

• Commedia Dell Arte 

• Stock characters  

• Plot and structure  

• Social, Historical and 
Cultural context  

• Mime and movement  

• Monologue  

• Audience relationships 

Folk Music  

• British Folk music 

• Oral tradition 

• Traditional instruments  

• Melodies and basslines 

• Themes of cultural or 
national identity 

•  Song writing 
 

 

Reggae 

• Ska/ Rocksteady/ 

• Reggae 

• Chord sequences 

• Riffs 

• Time signature 

• Skank rhythm 

• Popular Song Forms & 
Structures 

• Political themes 

• Song writing  

Remix Project 

• Exploring Musical 
Genres: 
Pop/Rock/Classical/RnB/

Drill/Jazz 

• Working with Sample 
loops 

• Laying (Texture) 

• Tempo 

• Pitch 

• Rhythm 

• Melody and Phrasing 

• Working with Midi and 
Audio  

• Exploring Software tools 

• Working with software 
scores 

• Exploring keys  

• Mixing techniques: 
Pan/Velocity 

Developing Performance & 

Composition Skills 

• Scales 

• Popular Song Forms & 
Structures 

• Chord progressions 

• Sequences 

• Variation  

• Pitch 

• Rhythm 

• Tempo 

• Melody 

• Harmony  

• Tonality 

• Texture 

• Treble/ bass clef 

• Riffs 

 


